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Application for Venture Scout Staff Position 

Wood Badge S9-114 - March 14-16, 2014 and April 11-13, 2014 

Wood Badge is an advanced leadership course for adult Scouting volunteers.  Wood Badge was started 
by the founder of Scouting, Lord Baden Powell, in 1919.  Although the content of the Wood Badge 
course has evolved considerably in the 90+ years since it was first delivered by Baden Powell, Wood 
Badge includes an enormous amount of history and tradition and connects adult Scouters across several 
generations.  Ultimately, however, Wood Badge is about leadership and the development of more 
effective adult Scouting leaders. 

A Wood Badge course is intended to be delivered to approximately 48 adult students (generally referred 
to as "participants") by a staff consisting of (i) approximately 30 adults who have previously completed 
Wood Badge and (ii) a Crew of 10 to 12 Venture Scouts.  The participants include Cub Scout leaders, Boy 
Scout leaders, Varsity Scout leaders, Venture Scout leaders, volunteers involved at the Scouting District 
or Council level, and professional Scouters - men and women who are employed by the Boy Scouts of 
America.  The participants are grouped into 8 teams, initially Cub Scout Dens and subsequently Boy 
Scout Patrols.   Each Patrol is named for one of eight "critters" - Beaver, Bobwhites, Eagles, Foxes, Owls, 
Bears, Buffaloes and Antelopes. The participants remain in those Patrols for the entire course and the 
rest of their lives.  Wood Badgers are fiercely proud of their critters and there is considerable critter 
rivalry.   

The course takes place in an outdoor, camping setting over two 3 day weekends that are separated by 
approximately one month.  The Venture Crew staffers, however, participate only during the second 
weekend.  During that weekend, they serve as instructors in several specific components of the Wood 
Badge curriculum.  Throughout that weekend, the Venturers work together as a team and interact 
directly with the participants and the other staffers.  Each Venturer is assigned to a Patrol for the 
weekend, which provides opportunities to spend additional time with the members of that Patrol. 

You may wonder why a Wood Badge course has Venture Scouts serving as instructors to a bunch of 
adult Scouters.  Why is the staff not comprised entirely of adults?  Most Wood Badge participants know 
very little about Venturing as it is a relatively new Scouting program.  The Venturers are excellent 
sources of information about the Venturing program.  Venture Scouts can be enormously inspiring to 
the participants.  The Venturers' presence, character and talents are tangible evidence to the 
participants of the many benefits of the Scouting program.  Additionally, service on the Wood Badge 
staff is an extraordinary opportunity for the Venture Scouts to develop their leadership, teamwork and 
presentation skills, enhance their self-confidence, have extensive interaction with lots of adults, develop 
friendships with Venture Scouts from other communities, and experience a new aspect of Scouting.  
There just are not many opportunities for high school youth to serve as instructors to adults. 

To serve as a Venturer on the staff of Wood Badge S9-114, which is the only Wood Badge course to be 
offered by the Greater Alabama Council in 2014, you must attend three mandatory events.  They are 
listed and described below: 
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1. January 10-11 (Friday – Saturday) - this is called Staff Development Conference #2.  It is a 
gathering of the entire Wood Badge staff at Camp Westmoreland near Florence, Alabama.  It 
begins around 6 pm on Friday, January 10 and ends late afternoon on Saturday, January 11.  You 
will learn what your roles and responsibilities are and practice your presentations that you will 
make to the participants at the second course weekend in April.  You will spend the night in a 
tent at the Camp.  Meals will be provided to the entire staff by the members of the staff known 
as the "Grub Staff" so you will not need to bring any food or cook any meals. 

2. March 16 (Sunday) - this is the third day of the first course weekend, which takes place at Camp 
Comer near Ft. Payne, Alabama, but you will not interact with the participants.  Instead, you will 
continue to prepare for your roles and responsibilities at the second course weekend in April.  
You may have the opportunity, however, to see some of the Wood Badge events that day, which 
will give you a flavor of what the second course weekend will involve.  This is a day event only.  
You will need to arrive at Camp Comer by 10 am that day.  We should finish no later than 4 pm. 

3. April 10-13 (Thursday - Sunday) - this is the big event, the second weekend of the course, which 
takes place at Camp Westmoreland, the same location as the January session.  You will need to 
arrive during the evening of Thursday, April 10 because the second course weekend begins very 
early on Friday morning.  So you by necessity would miss school on Friday, April 11.  The course 
ends late Sunday afternoon, however the Venturers can depart late Saturday afternoon.  You 
will spend the two or three nights in a tent at the Camp.  Again, meals will be provided either by 
the Grub Staff or by one or more Patrols that will cook for you.  So you do not need to bring 
food or cook any meals. 

Regardless of where you live, we can arrange transportation for you to each of the three events, 
typically with one or more adult members of the Wood Badge staff.  So neither you nor your parents will 
need to drive you to or from any of the events. 

Your adult mentors will be the two Venture Crew Advisors for this Wood Badge course - Ms. Michelle 
Roberts of Madison (Talakto District of the Greater Alabama Council) and Mr. David Dowd of 
Birmingham (Vulcan District of the Greater Alabama Council).  Each is involved in a Venture Crew in her 
or his community and has served as a Scouting adult leader in various capacities in excess of ten years.  
Their contact information is listed below. 

If you are interested in serving as a Venture Scout on the staff of Wood Badge course S9-114, please 
complete this form, have your Troop or Crew leader sign where indicated, and submit the completed 
application by email or US Mail no later than December 20, 2013 either to Michelle Roberts or David 
Dowd.  You will be notified by December 31, 2013 if you have been selected to serve. 

Michelle Roberts     David Dowd 
121 Dexter Circle     4120 Winston Way 
Madison, AL 35757     Birmingham, AL 35213 
S9113astg@gmail.com     ddowd3@gmail.com 
(256) 682-8203 (cell)     (205) 907-0830 (cell) 
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